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I have recently taken on the role of Director of 
CHASE, and much of what we celebrate in this 
Review took place under the leadership of my 
predecessor, Professor Vicky Lebeau. I would 
like to thank Vicky, and our colleagues across 
the consortium, for taking CHASE from a shared 
idea about scholarship in the arts and humanities, 
to an energetic organisation that at this point is 
supporting some 220 doctoral researchers.  
Our newly enrolled third cohort brings CHASE to  
full capacity.

In the last year, CHASE supported its second intake 
of 71 researchers. The full cohort met at Encounters 
conferences in Milton Keynes and Canterbury, and 
our interdisciplinary training programmes embraced 
oral history, creative practice, material culture and 
digital humanities. As our first intake made progress 
in their research, we saw a number of researchers 
undertaking placement projects across the cultural 
sector, and fieldwork across the globe. 

For me, the most inspiring aspect of CHASE is 
seeing what it has enabled our research community 
to achieve. The DTP has supported a number of 
student events, from the ‘Placing Prints’ conference 
hosted by The Courtauld, to a symposium on 
‘Women and the Criminal Justice System’ at 
the Royal Statistical Society. Our students have 
also launched their own CHASE journal, ‘Brief 
Encounters’, to showcase work from across  
the consortium. 

I look forward to sharing the next stage of CHASE’s 
development in the coming years, and to the many 
conversations we will have about the work that we 
celebrate in these pages.

Denise deCaires Narain 
CHASE Director 

I’m delighted to introduce this second Annual Review from the Consortium for the 
Humanities and the Arts, South-East England (CHASE). The CHASE Doctoral Training 
Partnership is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council to support doctoral 
researchers across our institutions: the Universities of East Anglia, Essex, Kent and 
Sussex, the Open University, The Courtauld Institute of Art, Goldsmiths, University of 
London, Birkbeck, University of London and SOAS, University of London. 
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Annual statement
for the financial year 2015-16

In 2015-16, CHASE supported 142 doctoral researchers

University of East Anglia

The Courtauld Institute of Art

Goldsmiths, University of London

Open University

CHASE in numbers

Studentship funding

Income  £

AHRC 1 1,865,535.40

Institutional match 1,043,234.66

Total 2,908,770.06

Expenditure £

Maintenance 1,661,427.49

Fees 500,632.90

SDF 29,549.522

CDF 54,762.55

RTSG 14,852.762

Total 2,261,225.22

Operating budget

Income £

Carried forward from 2014-15 2,556.70

Institutional contributions 143,500.00

Associate institutional contributions 6,053.76

Total 152,110.46

Expenditure £

CHASE team staffing costs 127,356.75

Other costs 
[e.g. online application portal, advertising, 
website, network support]

23,640.48

Total 152,652.73 3

Further awards were 
made to doctoral 
researchers to start 
in 2016-17

76

CHASE-funded doctoral 
researchers attended 
conferences in the UK, 
of whom 57 presented 
their work

119

CHASE-funded doctoral 
researchers attended 
international conferences, of 
whom 26 presented their work

45 Doctoral researchers 
undertook research visits 
or fieldwork overseas

29

CHASE ran 23 days of training, 
attended by 121 researchers23

CHASE engaged directly with 
more than 200 faculty members 
as supervisors, training leaders, 
committee members or through 
subject network events 

>200

1 Includes RCUK DSA funding of £5,319.68
2 Expenditure to April 2016
3 Overspend met by University of Sussex from 2016-17 institutional contribution

University of Kent

University of Sussex

University of Essex
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Student news 

Daniela Boraschi
University of Essex

The recognition of Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) as the cause 
of cervical cancer has prompted an 
important shift in the understanding 
and prevention of this disease. My 
thesis offers an analysis of this shift 
within the UK-based cervical cancer 
prevention services. During the second 
year of my PhD, I have focused my 
work on collecting data. From April 
to June, I conducted 21 face-to-face 
interviews with international scientists 
and policy-makers based in Canada 
and the Netherlands; and I attended 
the annual leading conference in this 
field which was held in Salzburg.  I 
am now reconstructing an historical 
narrative of how the shift in the 
understanding and prevention of 
cervical cancer is taking place. This 
experience has also allowed me to 
develop interviewing and networking 
skills which will be invaluable for my 
future career. 

Lydia Goodson
University of Sussex

I am researching patrons of art in the 
Umbrian towns of central Italy, in the 
years 1480 to 1510, and in particular 
I am interested in tracing networks 
of patrons in this area at a time that 
saw a flowering of artistic patronage. 
This necessitates some archive work. 
Working on fifteenth and sixteenth 
century documents in the Italian 
archives is far from straightforward, 
however.  Even when you make it past 
the terrifying archivists who regard 
you as a potential menace about to 
make a mess of their carefully ordered 
documents, a fifteenth century notary’s 
hand is notoriously hard to read – and 
they are all different. CHASE funded 
my attendance at the Medici Archive 
Project Winter Seminar in Paleography 
and Archive Studies, in Florence, in 
January 2016. I learnt in a week what it 
would have taken me months to work 
out for myself. 

Frances Saddington
University of East Anglia

The first year of my CHASE studentship 
has been full of exciting opportunities. 
I made trips abroad to visit archive 
collections of primary source materials. 
The first was to the Van Abbemuseum 
in Eindhoven (Netherlands) to view 
an extensive collection of picture 
books and early Soviet propaganda 
albums. The second visit was to the 
Cotsen Children’s Library at Princeton 
University to look at a world-renowned 
collection of children’s books and 
magazines. For this trip I was privileged 
to receive a research grant from the 
Friends of Princeton University Library. 
I presented a paper at the annual 
conference of the British Association 
for Slavonic and East European 
Studies in Cambridge, which enabled 
me to gain specialist feedback on my 
work. I also had the chance to share 
my research with a wider audience by 
working as Research Associate on an 
exhibition of Soviet picture books at 
House of Illustration gallery in London.

In April 2016 I was appointed as 
the new Student Advisory Group 
Chair, and we have endeavoured to 
build upon the work of the previous 
team in enhancing CHASE student 
engagement throughout the 
cohort. Featuring representatives 

of all DTP institutions, we provide a direct avenue for 
student feedback and suggestions in the numerous 
areas of the CHASE experience. 

Raising concerns and issues is a key function 
of our group. SAG has successfully worked to 
develop clearer funding guidelines, propose the Brief 
Encounters CHASE Journal, refine CHASE training 
workshops and address student concerns about 
teaching hours. SAG is currently being consulted 
on post-PhD employability workshops and on the 
creation of a CHASE alumni network. The minutes of 
all SAG meetings are available on the VRE and the 
new ‘CHASE DTP’ Facebook group.

The Encounters conference programme is the most 
valuable way that SAG has inputted into the CHASE 
body. From SAG engagement, Encounters has been 
revamped extensively to become a vital forum for 
networking and development. Unifying students and 
academics under CHASE and our new Director, I 
hope that SAG will continue to provide an invaluable 
role in CHASE’s function and future.

Benjamin Monk 
Chair of Student Advisory Group

Sarah Butler
Open University

I have been working as a CHASE 
funded student since October 2015, 
studying for a PhD in creative writing. 
CHASE funding has allowed me 
to focus solely on my novel and 
associated research, which, after over 
a decade of freelance working and 
having to fight for time and space to 
write, is a real gift. I have attended 
the Encounters conference and a 
CHASE Material Witness workshop, 
both of which gave me new and 
welcome insights into my research, 
and developed my networks with 
other CHASE students across the 
consortium. CHASE funding gives  
me the opportunity to breathe, to  
take my time, to follow leads and try 
new things.

“The first year of my CHASE studentship has been full of 
exciting opportunities.”“
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Emily Rose
University of East Anglia

Bloomsbury Academic

From Emily 
In my time as editorial intern at 
Bloomsbury Academic, working on 
the history and literary studies lists, I 
have had a thorough and welcoming 
introduction to the world of academic 
publishing. Over three and a half 
months I have seen and been part 
of many of the stages a book goes 
through before being published. 

I have had the chance to give my 
opinion on proposals, interview 
librarians for market research, write 
descriptions for books being proposed, 
carry out research for new books being 
commissioned and learn how books 
are marketed once they are published. 
Working in an office has been a new 
experience for me and everyone at 
Bloomsbury has been incredibly helpful 
and encouraging. This placement has 
confirmed for me that I would like to go 
into academic publishing after I finish 
my PhD.

Fred Francis
University of Kent

National Art Library, Victoria and Albert Museum

From Fred 
The National Art Library at the Victoria and Albert Museum holds 
some of the UK’s best and most interesting collections of comics 
and graphic novels. In July 2016, I undertook a placement under 
the supervision of the Serials Librarian, assisting in the ongoing 
project to catalogue the comics collections. 

Day-to-day, the process of cataloguing combined my own skills 
and knowledge as a researcher in comics with the procedures 
and tools of the archive. The work of documenting each item in 
the collection and entering it into the archive’s catalogue meant 
I learned a number of useful skills in archival work, especially 
the use of specialist software. The nature of the work meant 
I had to develop new ways to think about comics as physical 
objects, and gained an insight into the processes of storing 
and preserving comics. 

Most importantly, however, I would like to highlight the 
complete cataloguing of the Clarvis Collection as the major 
success of the placement, both for myself, for the NAL and for 
other scholars. Having a searchable record of holdings within 
the collection has the potential to open the area of study to 
more UK based scholars, and there is much to be explored.

Marc Ward 
Serials Librarian, National Art Library, 
Victoria and Albert Museum

The National Art Library has acquired a number of comics 
collections since the 1990s but regretfully we have not always 
had the staff to process and catalogue them. The approach 
from CHASE offering a student to work specifically with this 
material was most opportune. This is the first time we have 
participated in the scheme and I am very satisfied with the 
outcome. Fred and I were put in contact relatively early in 
the process and I think that helped us get the most out of his 
time here. He proved an enthusiastic and efficient worker, 
boosted my own appreciation for the Clarvis comics, and has 
significantly improved the accessibility of the collection.

Placements 

Elena Dirstaru
University of Essex

Learning on Screen – the British 
Universities and Colleges Film and 
Video Council (formerly BUFVC)

From Elena 
I have recently undertaken a placement 
at BUFVC (now known as Learning 
on Screen), working on a research 
project focusing on the series They 
Made News, a series of tapes from a 
TV series never aired, that focused on 
newsreel cameramen. My role primarily 
involved listening to these tapes, 
digitising them, and assessing their 
value. I had the opportunity to work on 
a Steenbeck editing machine, which is 
truly amazing for me as a film student. I 
have gained skills in archive work, and 
I learnt more about filming equipment 
history, as well as newsreels.

Sergio Angelini, 
Head of Membership Services 
and Information, Learning on Screen

Elena had the opportunity to do 
original research based on Learning on 
Screen collections but also to discuss 
her findings and research methods 
with senior members of staff in the 
Research and Information Departments 
and to discuss practical work-based 
outcomes to her academic research 
and the delivery alternatives relating 
to the material she was responsible 
for digitising. We had several meetings 
to discuss methodology and research 
findings, within and outside of Learning 
on Screen.

OtHEr pLACEMENtS IN 2015-16

The ICA

British Museum

Ulster Museum

British Library

Tate Britain

CHASE placements offer CHASE 
funded students a fantastic 
opportunity to develop and 
apply their skills outside of 
an academic setting. CHASE 
supports placements between 
one and six months in length, 

offers an extension to the student’s stipend to 
reflect the duration of the placement and can cover 
associated costs such as travel and subsistence 
for the duration of the placement, including costs 
associated with international placements. 

In 2015-16, placements have been primarily student 
led, with the student making contact with the 
organisation and agreeing the scope and ambitions 
for the placement, and I take this opportunity to 
applaud the tenacity and ambition of our students in 
this regard.

Some organisations are developing, or have 
developed, structured placement schemes. I am 
pleased to note that a CHASE funded student 
successfully applied to the British Library scheme. 
An ambition for 2016/17 will be to further support 
and improve the success rate of CHASE students 
applying to these schemes at the British Library, 
British Film Institute, National Archives and other 
schemes as they are launched.

Another priority is to build on the international 
ambitions of our students and support more 
placements internationally. 2015/16 has seen a 
good start to this end with placements confirmed 
at the Cinémathèque Française and Delaware Art 
Museum.

I look forward to building on the successes of 
2015/16 and facilitating even more placement 
opportunities for CHASE funded students during 
2016/17.

Steve Colburn 
Placements and Partnerships Officer
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Training & Development 

The CHASE Training and 
Development Group has built on the 
successes of 2014/15. Overseen by 
the group, Encounters conferences 
at the Open University (Milton 
Keynes) in autumn 2015 and the 
University of Kent in spring 2016 

were both well received by CHASE students as a 
valuable opportunity to come together as a cohort.

The Material Witness and Arts and Humanities in 
the Digital Age training programmes ran again in 
2015/16 alongside Oral History for Public Culture, 
and Practices, a training programme focused on 
practice-based research methods. With a training 
programme in public engagement due next year we 
expect the CHASE training offering to continue to 
expand in scope. We have started making spaces 
available on our training programmes for staff working 
at our partners. This has been well received and 
taken up by partners, most notably the British Library, 
and we expect this trend to develop next year. The 
engagement of staff from our partners adds to the 
breadth of experience participants bring to training 
events, enriching the experience for all involved.

The Training and Development Group also funded a 
number of student led research and training focused 
events. These events enabled CHASE funded 
students to lead on developing training initiatives 
and gaining experience of organising and delivering 
conferences, symposia and co-ordinating training 
workshops.

The Training and Development Group approved 15 
placements during 2015/16. 

Dr Matthew Grant  
Chair of Training and Development Group

Material Witness 
Techniques and methods for examining 
artefacts of various kinds; sharing 
ideas on the relationships between 
materials and meaning across (and 
beyond) humanities disciplines.

Introducing us to some of the 
theoretical and methodological 
issues around digital reconstruction 
and how we can use technology to 
understand materials. Catherine 
Richardson’s introduction to the day 
on what living means was also really 
useful, and helpful when we 
experienced the buildings later on 
that day.

Practices 

Considering collaborative, practical 
and visual approaches to doctoral 
research, and extending methods in 
new directions. 

The experience of working 
collaboratively with practitioners from 
other backgrounds and disciplines. 
Not having much knowledge or 
experience with working with sound 
and sound technologies, it was very 
enlightening to learn about the sonic 
potential of objects for consideration 
within my own research.

Arts and Humanities in 
the Digital Age
Engaging doctoral researchers with 
the concepts and practices that form 
the field of Digital Humanities, in 
preparation for the challenges of  
doing research in an increasingly  
digital world.

In terms of relevance to my 
PhD project, this was probably the 
best workshop that I have been to 
yet! Dirk Van Hulle and Mark Nixon 
were really excellent in leading the 
session. It worked really well as a 
workshop as part of a bigger 
conference.

Mapping Narratives
Considering mapping as a research 
method applicable to disciplines within 
the humanities, and as a process of 
representation and conceptualisation.

The session at the British 
Library was excellent - a great 
opportunity to see how recent PhDs 
had used innovative methods and 
new approaches, and there was 
time for us all to discuss our projects 
and talk with each other. Also great 
to see the resources on offer at the 
British Library.

Oral History for 
Public Culture 
Providing insight into a deep and 
dialogical form of interviewing which 
can enhance historical understanding 
as well as contributing to cultural 
organizations and community 
development. Providing experience  
of interviewing, archiving, analysing 
and curating.

I feel very privileged to have 
been given access to such a range 
of eminent experts in the field.

Public Policy 
Engagement: Skills 
and Strategies
Giving doctoral candidates and Early 
Career Researchers an enhanced 
understanding of how public policy is 
developed, and how research in the 
arts and humanities can influence and 
inform public policy.

The speakers were excellent - a 
really good mix and following the 
conference I have been in touch with 
one of them about a project I’m 
working on. 

CHASE TRAINING  PROGRAMMES
CHASE 
STUDENT-LED EVENTS 

placing prints: New 
Developments in the Study of 
print, 1400-1800

Tatiana Bissolati & Chloe 
Gilling, The Courtauld Institute 
of Art

Medieval and Early Modern 
Studies Summer Festival

Rebecca Pope & Celia Mill, 
University of Kent

Comics Crossroads

Fred Francis, University of 
Kent & Julia Secklehner, The 
Courtauld Institute of Art

Bridging the Divide - 
Literature and Science 
postgraduate Conference

Jessica Gray, 
University of Kent

Women and the Criminal 
Justice System – past, 
present and future

Emma Milne, University of 
Essex & Marie Thouaille, 
University of East Anglia
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CHASE networks promote research collaboration between scholars working at CHASE 
institutions. Small grants of up to £500 are awarded to seed-fund collaborative activity. 
Staff from all member institutions participated in CHASE Networks this year

CHASE Networks 

Network name
South East Network for Critical 
theory and 20th Century German 
thought 

Contacts
Dr. (James) Gordon Finlayson, Sussex
Professor Esther Leslie, Birkbeck

Network name
CHASE Music

Contacts
Dr Helen Coffey, OU 
Dr Barley Norton, Goldsmiths

Network name
Mapping Narratives

Contacts
Sarah Wood, Kent
Nicholas Royle, Sussex

Network name
Sexual Objectification

Contacts
Hans Maes, Kent 
Kathleen Stock, Sussex

Network name
the Matter of the Archive 
before 1700

Contacts
Anthony Bale, Birkbeck 
Caroline Goodson, Birkbeck 
Catherine Richardson, Kent

Network name
Animate Assembly (within Arts & 
Humanities in the Digital Age

Contacts
Professor Esther Leslie, Birkbeck 
Dr Verina Gfader, Goldsmiths 
Dr. Aylish Wood, Kent

Network name
CHASE Network in 
russian Studies 

Contacts
Professor Peter Waldron, UEA 
Dr Brendan McGeever, Birkbeck

Network name
CHASE Graduate School in 
American Art 
and Visual Culture

Contacts
Professor David Peters Corbett, UEA
Dr Doug Haynes, Sussex
Dr Alixe Bovey, Courtauld

Network name
Humanities in Human rights

Contacts
Dr Wendy McMahon, UEA 
Dr John Masterson, Sussex

Network name
Media reform Coalition

Contacts
Dr Justin Schlosberg, Birkbeck 
Des Freedman, Goldsmiths

Network name
North American poetics network

Contacts
Professor Nick Selby, UEA 
Dr Ben Hickman, Kent

Network name
the Learned Book Across Borders 
in the Early-Modern World (1500-
1700)

Contacts
Professor Nick Selby, UEA 
Dr Ben Hickman, Kent

Network name
the promise of Immersion

Contacts
Professor Paul Allain, Kent 
Dr Liam Jarvis, Essex

Network name
postcolonial Literary Studies

Contacts
Professor David Johnson, OU 
Dr Bashir Abu-Manneh, Kent

Network name
Locating Becket

Contacts
Dr Tom Nickson, Courtauld 
Dr Emily Guerry, Kent

Awarded Autumn 2015

Awarded Spring 2016

The CHASE cohort met together twice this year. In 
November, the OU’s Milton Keynes campus hosted 
a day of dialogue and activity, including work-in-
progress presentations, a panel on supervision 
and themed discussion groups. In May, CHASE 
researchers headed to the University of Kent for 
an internationally-themed day. Attendees enjoyed 
tours of Canterbury Cathedral and a range of parallel 
sessions, and the keynote lecture was given by 
Professor Vicky Lebeau

Encounters 
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CHASE has developed two new strategic partnerships this year, with The 
ICA and Shakespeare’s Globe. Our partners work with us in a number 
of ways for the mutual benefit of students, the CHASE doctoral training 
partnerships and their own needs. CHASE partners have offered a number 
of placements to CHASE students, have contributed to CHASE training 
activities such as our bi-annual Encounters conference and training 
programmes and have actively engaged with the working of the CHASE 
DTP through our CHASE training forum. We look forward to continuing to 
foster these partnerships in the coming year.

CHASE researchers go global

NEW YOrK
Hannah Huxley 
University of Kent 
Archival Research 
at The Schomburg 
Centre, New York 
Public Library 
Newspaper archives, 
and City Hall 
Municipal Records

FLOrENCE
Lydia Goodson 
University of 
Sussex
Attended Italian 
palaeography 
and archival 
research in the 
Medici Archive, 
Florence

KALLINGrAD
Jamie Freeman 
University of East 
Anglia Working on 
State Archives in 
Kallingrad, Russia

SEYCHELLES
Peter Nicholls 
Unversity of Kent 
Played a central 
role in the setting 
up of a museum 
exhibit dedicated 
to slavery at the 
National History 
Museum of the 
Seychelles

SYDNEY
Jessica Gray 
University of Kent 
Presented a paper 
at the Australasian 
Modernist Studies 
Conference: 
Modernist Work, 
Sydney, Australia 

MOSCOW
Charles Beacroft, University 
of East Anglia 
Conducting fieldwork within the 
Russian State archives, Moscow

WASHINGtON DC
Emma Milne 
University of Essex 
Eleanor Careless 
University of 
Sussex 
AHRC International 
Placement Scheme 
awards at the 
Library of Congress, 
Washington DC

NOrtH CArOLINA
Charlotte Terrell 
University of Sussex 
Presented at Pleasure 
& Suspicion: An 
Interdisciplinary Conference, 
Duke University

BrAzIL
Vera Da Silva Sinha 
Unversity of East Anglia 
Field work with 
indigenous communities 
in Amazonia and in the 
Xingu National Park

CHASE partners

tExAS
Marc Farrant 
Goldsmiths, 
University of 
London
AHRC International 
Placement Scheme 
award at the Harry 
Ransom Center in 
Austin, Texas

pALEStINE
Joy Stacey, University 
of Sussex 
Practice based 
fieldwork in Palestine

rOME
Austeja 
Mackelaite 
Courtauld Institute 
Awarded a 
9-month residential 
Scholarship at the 
British School in 
Rome
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